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SITUATION IN NUMBERS SitRep #4 – Reporting Period August 2015 
 

 
4.5 million people will require relief 
food assistance during the last quarter 
of 2015 (August 2015 HRD) 
 
302,605 children will require treatment 
for acute severe malnutrition in 2015 
(August 2015 HRD) 
 
177,748 severely malnourished 
children were treated by July 2015 
(ENCU) 
 
728,070 total refugees in Ethiopia 
(UNHCR, August 2015) 
 
UNICEF 2015 humanitarian appeal of 
US$49 million is only 26 per cent 
funded  

 

Highlights: 
 An additional 1.6 million people will require relief food assistance as a 

result of failed rainy seasons in Ethiopia, bringing the total number of 
relief food beneficiaries to 4.5 million.  

 302,605 severely malnourished children, up from 264,515 identified at 
the beginning of the year, will require treatment from acute severe 
malnutrition in 2015. 177,748 severely malnourished children were 
treated by July 2015 - an increase of 9.2 per cent compared with the 
numbers reported during the same period last year.   

 45 additional priority one nutrition hotspot woredas/districts were 
identified in the country by August, bringing the total number of priority 
one hotspot woredas to 142. All 142 priority one hotspot woredas will 
require support from the partners to deal with the elevated rates of 
malnutrition.  

 As of 1 September 2015, the number of South Sudanese refugees in 
the country that have arrived since the conflict in December 2013 
reached 219,620. This includes 19,615 unaccompanied and separated 
children.  

 UNICEF 2015 humanitarian appeal of US$49 million is only 26 per cent 
funded, leaving a gap of US$36.5 million dollars. 

 
 

 
 
 

South Sudan refugees and host community children play outside Akula Primary School closed due to 
lack of staff and furniture  ©UNICEF Ethiopia/2015/Sewunet 
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Requirements  US$
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Indicators 

UNICEF & Partners Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: People in 

humanitarian situations 
accessing water for  
drinking and cooking 
purposes 

1,000,000 214,708 1,086,000 706,027 

Nutrition: # children 6-59 

months with SAM 
admitted to therapeutic 
care 

302,605 177,748 302,605 177,748 

Health: # of children and 

women accessing 
essential health services  

350,000 128,031 N/A N/A 

Education: # of school-

aged children accessing 
formal and non-formal 
education 

136,000  39,859 
 

201,682 
 

41,800 

Child Protection: # of 

children reached with 
critical child protection 
services 

67,000 78,934 N/A N/A 
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1. Situation Overview and  Humanitarian Needs  
 
1.1 Deterioration of Food Security and Nutrition Situation in Ethiopia: 
 
The National Meteorological Agency (NMA) has reported that the Kiremt rains (long rainy season, June-September) 
for June and July were significantly below normal, particularly in the Meher harvest producing areas of the country. 
Although the rains performed better during the month of August, the NMA forecasts that in September, much of the 
Eastern part of the country will have below normal rains.  This includes Amhara Region (East and South Tigray, North 
and South Wollo, Waghimra and Oromia zones), Oromia Region (North and East Shewa, Arsi, Bale, East and West 
Hararghe), Somali Region (Shinile Zone), Harar, Dire Dawa and Afar Region.  The cumulative insufficient Kiremt rains, 
particularly during the first two months of the season, are expected to affect the Meher harvest (the main harvest of the 
country) and will lead to further deterioration of the food security and nutrition situation particularly in Eastern Amhara 
and Eastern Oromia. In the northern pastoral areas of the country, the delayed, erratic and poor Karma/Karan rains 
will have severe impact on lives and livelihoods well into 2016. Furthermore, the current El Niño (warm ocean water 
from the central and east-central equatorial Pacific1) may lead to unseasonal rains in October in the western part of the 
country, negatively affecting the Meher harvest. The El Niño will also lead to above normal Deyr/Hagaya rains in 
October-November in Southern Somali Region and the Southern pastoral areas, increasing the possibility of large 
floods in these areas. 
 
Following the poor Belg/Gu/Ganna/Sugum seasonal rains, depleted pasture and low availability of water continue to 
lead to unseasonal livestock migration and livestock deaths in the pastoral areas of Oromia (East and West Hararghe 
zones), Afar and Somali (Sitti and Fafan zones) regions.  
 
In August 2015, the Government of Ethiopia revised the Humanitarian Requirement Document (HRD) – Government 
and partners’ humanitarian appeal that was released at the beginning of 2015. The revised appeal highlights that the 
number of people who require relief food assistance increased from 2.9 million, to 4.5 million people. Similarly, the 
estimated number of children that require treatment for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2015 increased from 
264,515 to 302,605 children. In addition, with the increased report of measles outbreaks, the requirement of the health 
sector increased by 9 per cent. Based on the current revised HRD, the WASH sector has identified an estimated 1.08 
million drought affected men, women, girls and boys in need of emergency WASH services. Moreover, 201,682 school 
aged children will still require assistance so that they are able to go back to school in the new academic year starting 
in mid-September 2015.  
 
Following the release of the revised HRD, the Government has strengthened coordination mechanisms at different 
levels. In order to respond to the drought situation, the Deputy Prime Minister has requested the Ministries of 
Agriculture, Education, Health and Ministry of Water Irrigation and Energy (MoWIE) to reactivate their respective 
sectoral task forces while the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) has reactivated the 
gender task force. These task forces meet on a weekly basis. Incident Command Posts have also been established in 
all the regions affected by the food insecurity and tasked to strengthen the humanitarian coordination at the regional, 
zonal and woreda levels. On 7 August 2015, the Government of Ethiopia announced an allocation of ETB700 million 
(US$33 million) to initiate additional food provision in the regions affected by deteriorating food security situation.   

 
1.2 Refugees Update: 

As of 31 August 2015, the total number of registered refugees and asylum seekers in Ethiopia is 728,070 individuals. 
In August, 7,163 new arrivals (a decrease from 12,186 new arrivals in July) were recorded, the majority of whom are 
South Sudanese (3,763) in Gambella Region followed by Eritreans (1,910) in Shire, Tigray Region2. Ethiopia remains 
the largest refugee-hosting country in Africa. 
 
Gambella Region is hosting 277,235 Sudanese refugees3; out of which 219,620 individuals have arrived post 15 
December 2013.  
 
UNHCR reports that an estimated 43,841 (16 per cent) refugees are living within the host community in Gambella, 
233,394 (79 per cent) are living in the refugee camps while no refugee is waiting relocation at entry points. 91 per cent 
of the total population are women and children, 67 per cent are children and out of the adult population 71 per cent are 
women. 19,615 unaccompanied or separated children have been registered since December 2013 and are in need of 
specialized protection assistance. Pugnido refugee camp hosts 63,022 people, whereas Tierkidi hosts 52,371 people, 
Kule hosts 47,471, Jewi hosts 47,737 and Okugo hosts 7,568 people. A new camp, Pugnido 2 was established by 

                                                      
1 A strong El Niño is present in the tropical Pacific Ocean and is likely to strengthen. This is the strongest episode 
since 1997-1998 (World Meteorological Organization, September 2015) 
2 UNHCR, September 2015 
3 UNHCR, September 2015 
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UNHCR and Administration of Refugees and Returnees Affairs (ARRA) in August. The relocation of the refugees from 
the entry points has started on 25 August 2015.  
 
1.3 Nutrition Update: 
Following the prevailing humanitarian situation, the Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU) under DRMFSS 
revised the nutrition hotspot woredas classification. This classification is based on the analysis of a number of 
combination of factors, including food insecurity, malnutrition levels and other vulnerabilities. The hotspot classification 
allows the partners to prioritize nutrition and other multi-sectoral interventions in the country. According to the revision, 
priority one woredas increased by 46 per cent from 97 in May 2015 to 142 in August 2015, reflecting the deteriorating 
humanitarian situation. As compared to August 2014, priority one woredas increased by 13.6 per cent from 125 in 
August 2014 to 142 in 2015. While priority two woredas decreased from 191 to 189, priority 3 woredas increased by 
40 per cent from 60 in May to 84 in August 2015.  
 
The number of severely malnourished children admitted into the Community Management of Acute Malnutrition 
(CMAM) programme gradually increased from 18,308 in January 2015 to 31,729 in July 2015. The admission rate is 
expected to remain high during the second half of the year as a result of the deteriorating food security and its impact 
on children’s nutrition status. Between January and July 2015, CMAM programme data indicates that 177,748 children 
have been admitted for treatment. This is an increase of 9.2 per cent compared with the number reported during the 
same period last year. 
 
Figure 1 illustrates the national trend of the admission of 
children with SAM in the CMAM programme since 2011. In 
2015, the admission trend shows a steady increasing trend, 
higher than in 2014.  
 
Out of the total CMAM admissions, 47 per cent are from 
Oromia Region and 25 per cent are from SNNP Region. 
These regions are affected by the failure of the Belg rains 
that has greatly contributed to the deterioration of the food 
security situation. Both SNNP and Oromia regions have 
high trends of admission; the most affected zones from 
Oromia Region being: Arsi, Bale, Borena, East Hararghe, 
West Hararghe and West Arsi zones. Affected zones in 
SNNPR Regiona are: Hawassa Zuria, Gedeo, Gurage, 
Hadiya, Kembata Tembaro, Segen Hizboch, Sidama and 
Silte zones and Halaba Special woreda. 
 

Figure 1:  National admission trend of the country, ENCU 

 

 
Figure 2:  Admission trends for SNNPR and Oromia regions (2011-2015), ENCU 

 
In July, admission of children with SAM into the CMAM programme has shown a decline in SNNPR while it continues 
to increase in Oromia Region (Figure 2). The decrease in SNNPR could be attributed to the scaled up of the emergency 
response and availability of short maturing foods (potato) following improved Meher rains at the end of July in some 
parts of the region. 
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Figure 3: Admission trends for Amhara and Somali regions (2011-2015), ENCU 

Amhara and Somali regions are also affected by the poor Belg rains, although the number of admissions of SAM 
children are not as high as compared to the previous years (Figure 3). The Amhara Regional Health Bureau (RHB) is 
concerned that some woredas in the region could have high levels of SAM cases in the coming months as the Region 
is highly dependent on Meher rains which is so far reported to be poor. North and South Gondar, North and South 
Wello and Wag Himra are the most affected woredas of the region. In Somali Region, low reporting rate has been a 
concern. However, as a result of major efforts of the Somali ENCU some improvement in the reporting rate has been 
observed: an increase from 27 per cent in May to 55 per cent in June and 51 per cent in July.  
 
1.4 Health Update: 
 
Measles cases continue to be reported in various parts of the country. A total of 15,1124 suspected measles cases 
have been reported by June of which 7,249 were confirmed.   
 
The Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH) has highlighted the importance of controlling the current measles outbreaks, 
particularly in nutrition hotspot woredas with high prevalence of malnutrition. Measles vaccination campaign should be 
implemented as the first priority in order to prevent unnecessary deaths among children. The FMoH has requested 
UNICEF to procure vaccines in order to vaccinate 5.31 million children under the age of 5 against measles through a 
mass campaign in woredas mostly affected by measles and malnutrition.  
 
1.5 WASH Update: 
 
Afar Region remains a high priority area for WASH humanitarian responses. An estimated 154,000 people are affected 
in 11 woredas in zones 1 and 3 according to regional authorities. While the WASH sector’s priorities are construction 
and rehabilitation of non-functional water supply systems, in the immediate, water trucking is the only solution in these 
hotspot areas. 
 
Water shortages still remain a major concern in East and West Hararghe zones of Oromia Region. The Regional Water 
Bureau (RWB), along with other sector bureaus, has worked on a proposal to the Federal Government in early August 
2015. The request shows that 814,000 in 35 woredas in 8 zones are affected, indicating a sharp increase from what 
have been identified during the Belg assessment teams. In East Hararghe Zone only, six water trucks are requested. 

In Amhara, the effects of inadequate/failure of the current seasonal rains on WASH situations may have serious effects 
covering larger parts of the region. In North Shewa Zone, out of 387 kebeles/sub districts, 152 kebeles (nearly 40 per 
cent) are reportedly facing water shortages, which indicates the severity of the problem. Similarly, WASH conditions in 
most parts of Wag, Ziquala, Abergele and Sehala Seyemt woredas in Waghmra Zone; Raya Kobo, Harbu, Guba 
Lafto,Gidan, Lasta woredas in South Wollo Zone, and Bati, Dawe Harowa woredas in Oromia Zone are also 
deteriorating with delays of the seasonal rain. In areas currently facing shortage of water, people are collecting water 
from unprotected sources and river, ponds, run-off during rains for domestic purposes which poses higher risks of 
WASH related disease outbreaks.  

In Somali Region, water shortage is reported to be critical in Sitti Zone, where more than 95,000 people need urgent 
emergency water provision. 
 

                                                      
4 Revised HRD August 2015 
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In SNNPR, the impact of the rain in replenishing water supply sources is still poor in drought affected woredas mainly 
in Boricha, Alaba, Lokabaya, Mareko, Sodo, Sankura, Alicho and Lanfuro woredas and people are still travelling long 
distance in search of drinking water. Most people in drought affected areas are collecting turbid water from ponds, 
rivers and other surface water sources which have been filled by the current inadequate rain. Apart from accelerating 
rehabilitation of non-functional schemes, it is recommended that the provision of adequate water treatment chemicals 
is considered as one of the intervention activities.  
 
Reports from Tigray Region suggest a deterioration in the WASH conditions in woredas bordering Afar Region; with 
Sasae Tsada Emba and Tankua Abergele woredas to be seriously affected.  The Ministry of Water, Irrigation and 
Energy and UNICEF have been requested to strengthen the coordination and information sharing in Tigray Region 
while the regional WASH emergency task force was reactivated in August. 

 
1.6 Education Update: 
 
The Regional Education Bureau (REB) of Oromia has highlighted that an estimated 679,000 students may not be able 
to continue their education in the next academic year starting in mid-September 2015. The geographical areas of 
concern are East Hararghe, West Hararghe, West Arsi and Arsi zones seriously affected by deterioration of food 
security situation. The REB has requested UNICEF for the provision of education materials to allow these children to 
continue their education.  
  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
 
DRMFSS is responsible for the overall coordination of drought crisis response reporting to National Disaster 

Prevention and Preparedness Committee which is chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister. The Disaster Risk 
Management (DRM) Technical Working Group will continue to bring together all the DRM actors and is expected to 
plays a significant role in the coordination of inter-sectoral emergency programmes.  
 
UNICEF emergency response will focus on supporting the Government of Ethiopia to respond to the rapid deterioration 
of food security and nutrition in the country focusing on women and children in line with its Core Commitments to 
Children in Humanitarian Action. Together with the Government of Ethiopia, UNICEF continues to provide cluster 
leadership for WASH, nutrition and education sectors.  
 
Under the leadership of ENCU, FAO, UNICEF and WFP will continue to work with all partners to strengthen the 
coordination and support national efforts to deliver humanitarian assistance in a timely, predictable manner targeting 
nutrition priority hotspot woredas. 
 

 

Humanitarian Strategy: Prepositioning and Partnerships 
 

To respond to any rapid onset crisis in a timely manner, UNICEF has prepositioned stocks in Addis Ababa and at three 
regional hubs to address the needs of 125,000 people. These supplies are currently being used to provide immediate 
assistance to affected populations based on the requests from the regional governments. UNICEF has established 
Long Term Agreements with suppliers of most important emergency supplies and drilling of shallow boreholes, which 
enables urgent delivery when needed. 
 
In the refugee context, UNICEF supports UNHCR and ARRA to spearhead the coordination of emergency response. 
The partnership is based on the Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2012 between the two sister agencies and 
the tripartite agreement signed in 2007, with ARRA and UNHCR to establish a framework of collaboration for the 
delivery of services and assistance.  
 
UNICEF has been working closely with IOM on the issue of returnee children from the third world countries and it has 
been providing support to the protection of unaccompanied minors and separated children. This has been facilitated 
through a Letter of Agreement signed between the two agencies in 2013. This partnership supports the Government 
of Ethiopia’s Safe Return and Reunification Programme which is led by the Ministry of Women, Children and Youth 
Affairs (MoWCYA).  
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 
 
3.1 South Sudanese Refugees Emergency Response: 

 
UNICEF continues to support UNHCR, ARRA and partners to provide health, nutrition, WASH, education and child 
protection services to refugees within the refugee camps and at the border crossing points. In addition, UNICEF also 
supports the Regional Government to provide access to basic social services to the vulnerable the host community 
affected by the refugee crisis in Gambella Region.  
 
Health:  
 

UNICEF continues to closely work with ARRA, RHB, UNHCR, and with other agencies and partners to support the 
coordination, capacity building and preparedness measures for public health emergencies for the refugees and host 
populations.  
 
In August, malaria was reported as a key health concern in refugee camps. To halt the increasing rate of malaria 
incidence, the RHB and partners have finalized plans to conduct in-door residual spraying (IRS) in four refugee camps 
(Kule, Tierkidi, Okugo and Pugnido). The RHB will provide the supplies (chemical and equipment) and staff whereas 
UNHCR will cover the operation cost and UNICEF will provide technical support.  
 
The RHB teams supported by UNICEF have been conducting vaccination for all newly arriving refugee children in 
Pagak, Burubey and Akobo entry points since the beginning of the influx of the refugees. Between January and August 
2015, 18,360 children (0-15 years old) have been vaccinated against polio, and 16,851 (6 months – 15 years old) were 
vaccinated against measles. In addition, 8,255 children (6 months – five years) received vitamin A, and 4,726 children 
(1-5 years old) received deworming treatment. The arrival vaccination coverage has been reaching nearly 100 per 
cent. The vaccination teams also provides health education to care givers and mothers in local language along with 
referral linkages and diseases surveillance.  
 
In the refugee camps, in addition to provision of medical supplies whenever there is shortage, UNICEF supports the 
provision of routine immunization for children. Between January and August, 2015, 1,196 children (17 per cent of 
targeted children less than one year old) were fully immunized through routine immunisation campaign. 
 
The fifth round polio campaign of this year started on the 7 August and implemented for four days. The campaign has 
covered under-five children’s of the host community and five refugee camps: Pugnido, Tierkidi, Kule, Okugu and Jewi. 
Besides, the campaign included Pagak, Matar transit and Akobo entry points. 58,647 under-five children were targeted 
in the host community while 58,804 (100.3 per cent of the target) were vaccinated. 46,703 children were targeted in 
the refugee camps while only 40,176 (86 per cent of the target) were vaccinated.  
 
In partnership of UNICEF and RHB the clinical consultation have continued at Akula and Pagak health posts for the 
host community and refugee patients. During the month of August the total consultations were 1,639 patients of which 
65 per cent are refugees and the rest of the patients are from host communities. 40 per cent of the consultations are 
for children under 5 years of age The top morbidities have been respiratory tract infection (35 per cent) followed by 
malaria (28 per cent) and diarrheal diseases (25 per cent).  
 
Nutrition:  
 
UNICEF nutrition teams continue to strengthen the nutrition programmes in host community, refugee entry points and 
refugee camps by providing funds, supplies and technical assistance as well as building capacity and establishing 
coordination mechanism at all levels. 
 
The nutrition intervention in the refugee camp focuses on the establishment and operation of CMAM and Infant and 
Young Child Feeding (IYCF) programme. UNICEF, through its seconded nutrition specialist, is providing leadership to 
the response. Till August 2015, 49,960 mothers have received IYCF counselling and support.  
 
From January to August 2015, 2,465 children with SAM were admitted into the different nutrition programmes and were 
treated. The cure rate in stabilising centres (SC) and out-patient therapeutic programme (OTP) in all the refugee camps 
are near 100 per cent except in Pugnido where it is still low at 66 per cent and 35 per cent respectively and with a high 
defaulter rate of 60 per cent. UNICEF has been supporting ACF to setup nutrition centre in the new refugee camp 
Pugnido 2. 
 
With regard to support to the vulnerable host communities, from the target of reaching 124 health facilities with CMAM 
service by the end of 2015, 117 health facilities have been supported in 14 woredas to provide CMAM services. The 
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CMAM programme includes OTP for children with SAM and SC for children with SAM with some health complications. 
As of June 2015, 850 severely malnourished children have been admitted to OTP and SC for treatment with an average 
reporting rate of 86 per cent.  
 
 

The trend of admission of children with SAM in the 

Gambella CMAM programme has been increasing 

since the beginning of the year. The total admission 

in 2015 has also been higher as compared to that of 

2014.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 4:  Admission trends for Gambella Region (2014-2015); ENCU 

WASH:  
 
UNICEF continues to play an active role in monitoring and providing emergency and sustainable WASH support to 
refugees and host communities at entry points and in and around refugee camps. As of July 2015, WASH indicators 
across the refugee camps of Pugnido, Okugo, Kule and Tierkidi have maintained Sphere minimum standards with the 
exception of Jewi refugee camp. The motorised water supply in Pagak entry point has been handed over to ADRA 
along with 45kgs of chlorine to ensure provision of safe and clean water to the 8,000 new arrivals at the entry point.  
 
Although hampered by continuous rain and multiple challenges linked to the procurement of key supplies, the 
construction and installation of Kule, Tierkidi and Itang permanent water system is steadily progressing. It is expected 
to be functional by end of October. This permanent water supply will benefit 130,000 people with 100,000 refugees 
from South Sudan.  
 
UNICEF delivered 360,000 sachets of PUR (easy to use water treatment chemical) and 1,500 plastic buckets to ARRA 
for the distribution in Tierkidi refugee camp and Akula, where refugees are using unsafe water sources. One sachet of 
PUR treats 10 litres of water. The emergency water supply kit installed in Jewi last month is still functional and providing 
30,000 litres of water per day.  
 
As part of the conflict sensitive programming, UNICEF is supporting the construction of ten shallow wells in guinea 
worm areas of Gog and Abobo woredas. Out of that, nine are completed till end of August 2015 benefitting 2,500 
people.  
 
Education:  
 
UNICEF continues to closely work with ARRA, REB, UNHCR and partners in providing guidance, building new schools, 
rehabilitating old ones, providing education materials and building capacity so that refugee and host community children 
have access to quality education.  
 
The schools were closed in the month of August in line with the Ethiopia’s education calendar. They are expected to 
be opened in mid-September. Meanwhile the Education sector has started preparation for the back to school campaign. 
Learning materials, text books and uniforms have been secured at both UNHCR and UNICEF warehouses and partners 
are requested to collect and distribute. Interviews are being carried out to replace those teachers who have left the 
teaching forces for one reason or another. UNICEF’s Implementing Partners in all camps (Jewi, Tierkidi, Kule, Pugnido) 
are fast tracking construction of schools to ensure that there will be enough classrooms to accommodate all school 
age children in the refugee camps at the beginning of the next academic year. Based on the education sector indicator 
matrix, as of end of August, there are 122,336 students (59,619 girls) aged 3-18 years. The sector expects to enrol 60 
per cent of these children through back to school campaign to be conducted in September. The campaign is combined 
with a door to door survey to understand how many children are staying out of school and why.   
 
Educational materials (740 combined desks, 30 black boards and 20 teachers’ desks) have been delivered to the REB 
for distribution to host community schools as part of the conflict sensitive interventions. 
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The construction of schools funded by UNICEF and implemented by partners is in progress. UNICEF is supporting the 
construction of seven schools in the host community and at entry points of refugees and three more schools in the 
refugee camps. The Watgach and Pagak schools are near to completion and ready to be handed-over while the 
remaining Akula, War, Dobourar, Lier, Kule and Tierkidi schools are between 40 to 80 per cent of completion rate. 
Once completed, these schools will benefit an estimated 2,800 children in the host community and 5,380 in the refugee 
camps. 
 
With UNICEF support, training of 105 teachers on Education in Emergencies and including child centred learning, 
teachers’ code of conduct, psychosocial support, class room management and health/hygiene orientation (to address 
the needs of girl students) is planned to take place from 15 to 20 September 2015 and will be facilitated by the Gambella 
Teacher Training and Health College instructors. This training is expected to build the capacity of teachers in better 
addressing the classroom and needs of students. 
 
Child Protection:  
 
UNICEF has been supporting the child protection programme in Gambella Region (in host community as well as in 
refugee camps) through the establishment of child friendly spaces (CFS), child friendly desks and child protection 
committees. In addition, UNICEF has provided partners a wide range of supplies as well as offered technical and 
psychosocial support to facilitate referral of services and ensure appropriate care to unaccompanied and separated 
children.  
 
As of August 11, 2015, a total of 78,934 children, in both host communities and refugee camps, have benefited from 
critical child protection services including psychosocial support and referral of services.  
 
In Gambella refugee camps, children continue to enrol in existing ten CFS, in different activities that aim to ensure their 
physical and psychological well-being. To date, 36,558 children have benefited. In addition, a total of 10 child protection 
committees have been established in refugee camps and members have been trained in identification and referral of 
child protection issues to the different child protection service providers. As a result, 1,659 children have been referred 
through the committees for provision of child protection services. Furthermore, 1,000 children and adolescents are 
participating in child-led rights clubs-sensitizing other peers in prevention of abuse and exploitation of children.  
  
UNICEF in close cooperation with government partners continues providing support to host communities to cope with 
the influx of the refugees. In this regard, nine CFS and four child desks, as well as 6 child protection committees have 
been established in different host communities wherein 14,526 children are benefiting from integrated child protection 
services and referrals.  
 
UNICEF continues supporting the roll out of the Child Protection Information Management System (CPIMS) through 
provision of technical support and “on the job training”. The CPIMS facilitates case management and data analysis of 
children with specific vulnerabilities. To date, 19,575 unaccompanied and separated children have been registered in 
UNHCR Level 25 data. Status of data harmonization for unaccompanied and separated children of 17 August 2015 
shows that 11,951 have been entered into the CPIMS (61 per cent). Furthermore, new customized forms have been 
introduced in the CPIMS to include children in foster care and other vulnerable children at risk of violence and 
separation. A total of 1,410 unaccompanied and separated children are receiving critical child protection services, 
including family reunification, formal and informal alternative care arrangements (foster and kinship care), referrals and 
psychosocial support.  
 
Following the relocation exercise that began on 25 August 2015, it is expected that the 1,134 unaccompanied and 
separated children who were registered as at the end of July at entry points of Pagak, Burbey and Matar will be moved 
to Pugnido 2 ensuring prevention of prevent further separation and priority registration and referral to services. 
 
 
3.2 Emergency Response in Ethiopia  
 

 Nutrition  
 
UNICEF continues to provide the required CMAM nutrition supplies including drugs, milk and ready-to-use-therapeutic 
food to all regions on quarterly basis. In June-July 2015, UNICEF transported supplies to regions to enable the 
treatment of at least 87,311 children (Annex C). 
 

                                                      
5 Level 2 registration, UNHCR collects demographic details of the refugees including family status and refugees with special 
needs. This registration also facilitates the protection of the refugees, planning assistance and service interventions. 
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As a result of deterioration of nutrition situation of children, the quarterly provision in 2015 has been increasing with 
52,963, 55,356 and 89,293 cartons of ready-to-use-therapeutic-food provided during the first, second and third quarters 
of 2015 respectively.  
 
To respond to the continued requests coming from the field, UNICEF has been forced to use its contingency stock and 
urgent funds will be required to avoid supply ruptures of these critical lifesaving supplies. With the current deteriorating 
food security situation, continuous increase in the requirement of CMAM supplies is expected for the rest of the year 
as well as for 2016.  
 

 Health 
 
UNICEF continues to support 30 Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams (MHNT) in Somali (24 RHB and one NGO teams) 
and Afar (5 teams) regions to provide access to health care services in the remote areas of these two regions. Each 
team is comprised of six staff from the RHB and includes two health workers (clinical and /or midwife nurse), two health 
extension workers, one social mobilizer and one driver.  
 
The MHNTs provide medical consultations, nutritional screening and promote safe motherhood (screening of pregnant 
and lactating women), health education and sanitation, hygiene promotion and emergency water treatment. UNICEF 
supplies these teams with essential drug kits and nutrition supplies. As of July 2015, these teams in both regions 
provided consultations to 128,031 people (45 per cent reporting rate) including children and women. The RHBs of both 
regions are planning to have additional 13 MHNTs (four RHB and seven INGOs in Somali and two RHB in Afar) to be 
able to respond to the deterioration of food security and nutrition situation in the remote woredas. UNICEF is supporting 
the RHB with the resource mobilization. 
 

 WASH 
 
UNICEF continues to lead and support the MoWIE to ensure timely response to water shortages in emergency affected 
areas. MOWIE stated that DRMFSS has set up an incident command post and deployed in the emergency affected 
areas and allocated money that can be used for emergency response.  
 
To date, the Afar Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Food Security Coordination Office (DPPFSCO) deployed 20 
water trucks, leaving a gap of 11 trucks. DRMFSS has set-up an incident command post and deployed staff to the area 
to coordinate the response. UNICEF has made available US$12,000 as an immediate support to the regional 
government and to benefit an estimated 6,000 people with access to clean water for 15 days. In August, the Afar 
Regional Water Bureau has put a request of US$305,000 to UNICEF for support in the rehabilitation of non-functional 
water schemes, provision of spare parts, water treatment chemicals and water containers. This request is expected to 
be covered by efforts of all WASH actors.  
 
In order to respond to the critical water shortages in East Hararghe Zone of Oromia Region, the regional government 
has deployed three trucks (out of the six water trucks required) in Kumbi and Meyu woredas leaving a gap of three 
trucks. 
 
In SNNPR, the RWB has been distributing household water treatment chemicals in drought affected Alicho, Genabosa, 
Loma and Humbo woredas. UNICEF funded expansion works comprising three water points and installation of one 
water tank with 10,000 liters capacity is completed in Mareko woreda. A total of 4,500 people have been benefiting 
from the constructed water supply system. The works of pipe extension system in Alaba is still in progress. The RWB 
has requested support from WASH partners for water treatment chemicals, water storage equipment, for the 
maintenance and expansion of water supply schemes, for hygiene promotion activities including water safety 
surveillance and for the purchase of pump and generator to start on-site distribution of water from 36 boreholes that 
are drilled in different parts of the region. 
 

 Child Protection 

Emergencies create protection risks and exacerbate children’s vulnerability to separation from family, emotional 
distress, violence, exploitation, and abuse. There is clear evidence across regions linking seasonal and climatic 
changes to varying levels of risk for women and children.  
 
The current drought situation in Ethiopia is affecting regions where there is already a high prevalence of harmful 
practices and other protection concerns, in particularly in Afar, SNNP, Oromia and Somali regions. Oromia Bureau of 
Women, Children and Youth Affairs (BOWCYA) has conducted with support of UNICEF in August a child protection 
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rapid assessment in Arsi and Bale woredas confirming that the following protection concerns are being exacerbated 
by the drought such as family separation, sexual abuse, psycho-social distress, migration and child labour and 
exposition to physical dangers. It is expected that the regional BOWCYAs of Afar, Somali, SNNP and Oromia conduct 
similar assessments in September to define responses. 
 
Child Protection priority actions for the drought affected areas are based on previous assessment’s findings and 
UNICEF core commitments for children including the strengthening of the child protection (CP) and gender based 
violence (GBV) sub cluster coordination, strengthening CP community mechanisms, preventing and addressing family 
separation, preventing and responding to violence, including GBV, providing psychosocial and support to children and 
families. Target populations are separated and unaccompanied children, children with psychosocial distress, and 
victims of violence and GBV and are estimated at 50,000 vulnerable children. 
 
UNICEF has been providing assistance for children from third countries in cooperation with IOM, MoWCYA and its 
regional counterparts. Since June 2013, various forms of assistance (psychosocial support, transit arrangement, family 
tracing and reunification and provision of supplies) have been provided to a total of 1,971 (1,814 boys and 147 girls) 
returning migrant children.  
 

 Funding 
As a direct implication of the increased humanitarian needs, the HRD revealed a 10.6 per cent higher funding 
requirement for food and non-food needs as compared to the forecast in January 2015. As of September 2015, the 
HRD is 65 per cent funded including carry over funds (See Annex D for details).  
 
Considering the increasing humanitarian needs in the country, UNICEF Ethiopia is in the process of revising its 
requirements for the second time during the year from US$49.086 million (revised in May 2015) to US$68.086 million. 
UNICEF Ethiopia appreciates the generous contribution in 2015 of US$395,256 from the Government of Canada, 
US$5,158,212 from the Government of the UK, US$497,238 from Italian Development Cooperation, US$999,753 from 
the Humanitarian Response Fund and US$4,016,027 from the Central Emergency Response Fund.  
 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds Received 

in 2015 
Funding gap 

   US$ US$ US$ per cent 

Nutrition  10,090,800 5,349,674 4,741,126 47% 

Health 9,137,000 1,426,036 7,710,964 84% 

WASH 17,817,500 2,711,108 15,106,392 85% 

Child Protection  3,428,300 748,030 2,680,270 78% 

Education 6,058,300 2,331,637 3,726,663 62% 

Cluster coordination 2,554,552 0 2,554,552 100% 

Sub-Total 49,086,452 12,566,485 36,519,967 74% 

Carry-forward   11,400,000     

Total funding available   23,966,485     

Grand Total 49,086,452 23,966,485 25,119,967 51% 

     
Next SitRep: October 2015 
 

 
Gillian Mellsop      Alhaji Bah     Alexandra Westerbeek 
Representative    Chief-Field Operations    Chief, Media and External  

and Emergency      Relations 
UNICEF Ethiopia   UNICEF Ethiopia     UNICEF Ethiopia    
Tel: +251 11 5184001  Tel:+251 11 5184082    Tel: +251 11 5184039 
Fax: +251 11 5511628  Fax: +251 11 5511628    Fax: +251 11 5511628 
Email:gmellsop@unicef.org  Email: abah@unicef.org     Email: awesterbeek@unicef.org  
 
 

 

 
Who to contact for 
further 
information: 

tel:+251
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 Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS: ETHIOPIA 
August 2015 

 
 

  Cluster Response  UNICEF and IPs  

 
Overall 
needs 

2015* 
Target 

 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report ▲▼ 

 2015 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change since last 
report ▲▼ 

NUTRITION        

Children under 5 with SAM treated 302,605 302,615 177,748** 
 

65,876 
302,615 

 
177,748 

 
65,876 

Children under 5 in humanitarian 
situations screened and referred to 
supplementary feeding programmes 

1,757,029 1,757,029 2,183,200 
 

2,183,200 1,757,029 
 

2,183,200 
 

2,183,200 

Pregnant and breastfeeding women in 
humanitarian situations screened and 
referred to supplementary feeding 
programmes 

446,812 446,812 1,486,970 

 
1,486,970 

446,812 

 
1,486,970 

 
1,486,970 

HEALTH        

Children and women accessing 
essential health services through 
preventive and curative interventions 
in the Somali and Afar Regions 

-   

 

350,000 

 
128,031*** 

 
- 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE        

People in humanitarian situations 
accessing water for drinking, cooking 
and personal hygiene 

1,244,100 1,244,100 706,027 
 

136,687 1,000,000 
 

214,708 
 

4,500 

People in humanitarian situations 
receiving sanitation and hygiene 
information to prevent child illnesses 

850,000 850,000 46,616 
 

- 1,140,000 
 

46,616 
 

- 

CHILD PROTECTION        

Children in humanitarian situations 
vulnerable to violence, exploitation and 
abuse accessing appropriate care and 
services 

- 
 

- 
 

- 
 

 
- 

 
67,000 

 
78,934 

 
52,966 

Identified, separated and 
unaccompanied children reunited with 
their families/caregivers or provided 
with an appropriate alternative care 

- 
 

- 
 

- 
 

 
- 
 

5,000 

 
1,085 

 
507 

EDUCATION        

Children in humanitarian situations 
access temporary learning spaces and 
basic education materials 

201,682 201,682 41,800 
 

- 136,000 
 

39,800 
- 

 OPERATIONAL PARTNERS 

Health 
Regional Health Bureaus, Mercy Corps, SCI, ADRA, Ogaden Welfare and Development Association, 
Islamic Relief, MSF 

Nutrition 

Ministry of Health, Regional Health Bureaus Federal and Regional, Emergency Nutrition Coordination 
Unit (under DRMFSS), Concern Worldwide, International Medical Corps, World Vision, Action Against 
Hunger (ACF), Islamic Relief, Mercy Corps, SCI, MSF, ADRA, GOAL Ethiopia and Plan International 
Ethiopia  

WASH 
Federal and Regional Mines and Water Bureaus, Oxfam Intermon, Adhorn, Ogaden Welfare and 
Development Association, SCI  

Education Federal and Regional Education Bureaus, SCI, PIE, Ogaden Welfare and Development Association 

Child Protection 
Regional Bureau of Labor and Social Affairs, Regional Bureau of Women, Children and Youth Affairs, SCI, 
Plan International Ethiopia , the Ethiopian Red Cross Society, GOAL Ethiopia 

Note 
*Revised HRD, August 2015 
** January to July 2015 admissions 
***Only 45 per cent of the reports have been received as of July 2015 
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Annex B  
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS: RESPONSE TO SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEES 
Planning figure: 340,000 refugees by the end of 2015 
August 2015 
 

Locations 
Sectors 

UNICEF and Partners 

 2015 
Target  

Total 
Results 

per cent 
Results 

Achieved 

NUTRITION 

Entry points 
and host 
community 

Number of refugee children( 6-59 months) supplemented with Vitamin A  33,200 8,255 25 

Number of children 6-59 months with SAM admitted to therapeutic 
care programme 

10,800 850 8 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of children 6-59 months with SAM admitted to therapeutic 
care programme 

8,640 2,465 28 

Number of mothers receiving IYCF counselling and support 39.100 49,960 >100 

  HEALTH 

Entry points 
and host 
community 

Number of children vaccinated for measles (6 months-15 years)-95per cent 
coverage 

55,000     16,851 31 

Number of families receiving 2 ITNs (1 bed net for 2 household members) 55,000 49,878 90 

 
Number of population with access to health care facilities stocked with 
emergency supplies and drugs 

110,000 - - 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of refugee children, fully covered through routine EPI (0-1 year) in 
the camps 

6,900 1,196 17 

  WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE    

Entry points 
and host 
community 

Number of affected people provided with sufficient water of adequate 
quality  

14,000 11,000 78 

Number of people reached with critical WASH related information 20,000 7,500 37.5 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of affected people provided with sufficient water of adequate 
quality  

220,000 10,300 5 

Number of people with access to appropriately designed toilets 50,000 9,400 19 

Number of people reached with critical WASH related information 330,000 6,500 2 

  CHILD PROTECTION        

Entry points  

Number of children accessing child friendly spaces 20,000 13,606 >100 

Number of identified vulnerable children receiving cases management, 
relevant support and referral services 

1,000 1,659 >100 

Refugee 
camps 

Number of children accessing child friendly spaces 60,000 36,558 61 

Number of children receiving age and gender appropriated psychosocial 
support and services  

3,000 1,659 55 

Host 
community 

Number of children participating in child rights clubs/committees and 
other child/youth led activities 

4,000 1,491 37.28 

Number of community members engaged in awareness raising activities 
on child protection 

10,000 995 9.95 

  EDUCATION        

Entry points 
& host 
community 

School aged children affected by refugee influx continue their education  20,000 11,359 57 

Refugee 
camps 

Children affected by emergencies continue their education  75,000 50,223 67 

  PARTNERS 

Health UNHCR, ARRA, RHB, MSF,  

Nutrition UNHCR, GOAL, MSF, ACF, CONCERN 

WASH UNHCR, MSF, ZOA, ERCS, DRC, NRC, ADRA, LWF, IRC, World Vision, ACF 

Education UNHCR, ARRA, REB, SCI, ZOA, PIE, NRC, DRC, WV, DICAC 

Child 
Protection 

UNHCR, SCI, ZOA 

Notes:    
 

 


